
VICTORIAN ERA IRONMONGERY

The Victorian era was a time when the British Empire was at it's height. Foreign travel greatly 
influenced tastes and rich merchants would attempt to re-create the designs seen in India and 
China in their own homes. Through the media (books and newspapers) of the time these exotic 
worlds would have been brought into the homes of the growing middle class. This would have 
been easy to see in floral and ornate wallpaper and furniture coverings, but how would that have 
translated to ironmongery?

New mass production techniques meant that architectural ironmongery could be afforded by a 
far greater number of people. Brass was still the most common material for these pieces but new 
techniques and changing tastes meant that patterns became more intricate.

Locks:
Both mortice and rim locks would have been in use at the time with mortice locks becoming 
more common as time passed. Brand names such as Yale and Chubb began to emerge, taking 
over from small scale local locksmiths and blacksmiths. This move was driven by the need to 
protect property from burglars and thieves. Chubb cut their teeth supplying locks to prisons - a 
pretty good test!

If you need to replace locks, you should attempt to do this as sympathetically as possible. 
Mortice locks should be of the horizontal variety and rim locks should be made from solid brass 
where it can be afforded.

Door Knobs:
Beehive and reeded patterns were popular and would have been available in metal and wood 
similar to our Carlton and Queen Anne ranges of knobs. More ornate patterns were also 
common although many are no longer made. From our range, probably the closest to these 
would be the Dot & Dash door knobs. The spun and pressed manufacturing method of these 
knobs is also more authentic to the knobs which would have been in use in Victorian times. 
Porcelain knobs were also popular as they could be painted or stamped with decorative patterns.

Keyhole Escutcheons:
Many new designs appeared and personal preference would have been the deciding factor for 
these. Sometimes they would have been sold as part of a matching set with door knobs but were 
usually added later. Wooden Escutcheons were particularly popular as they could be painted to 
match doors or furniture within a room.

Finger Plates:
Originally these would have been stamped or beaten from sheet metal but now most are cast. 
There are plenty of interesting and ornate designs to choose from as well as simple shapes. 
There are no real "rules" for these - just go with what you like the look of.

Hope this helps a little when choosing what pieces you would like for your Victorian property 
refurbishment. 


