
GEORGIAN ERA IRONMONGERY

Locks:
Both mortice and rim locks would have been in use at the time with mortice locks becoming 
more common as time passed. Both would have usually been made by local blacksmiths and 
locksmiths in small quantities. This is reflected in the wide range of sizes and styles that can still 
be seen today on many doors. That so many have survived is a credit to those craftsmen and a 
good locksmith will often be able to refurbish such locks and make keys for them. Where this is 
the case, it should be done as these locks are usually irreplaceable.

If you do need to replace the lock, you should attempt to do this as sympathetically as possible. 
Mortice locks should be of the horizontal lock variety and rim locks should be made from solid 
brass where it can be afforded.

Door Knobs:
Door knobs would have been simple oval or round shapes and quite small. Usually they would 
have been made from brass but wood and ceramics were also used. From our range, the 
Dunedin and Raeburn knobs are probably closest to the shapes of the period and can be used 
with both mortice and rim locks. Alternatively, hollow spun door knobs are still available and are 
undoubtedly closer in terms of feel, weight and manufacturing methods to original Georgian 
knobs than others. Unfortunately, these are a little large to be truly authentic and can only be 
used with mortice locks.

Keyhole Escutcheons:
Particularly early in the Georgian period these would have been simple shapes with large 
keyholes, again usually made from brass or, occasionally, steel/iron. Our Trafalgar Escutcheon is 
probably the most authentic attempt to reproduce this. If a cover over the keyhole is required, 
our Raeburn style is probably the most appropriate.

Hinges:
These are not very important from a aesthetic point of view but for the sake of thoroughness I 
shall cover them. These would have been long - often 7 or 8 inches - and made from mild steel. 
Hinges this length are hard to find now and the closest you are likely to get are 6" (152mm).

Notes: Other items such as finger plates and door stops did not come into widespread use until 
later periods and should only be used where there is no viable alternative. 


