
FLUSH MORTICE AND SQUASH COURT HANDLES

Flush mortice handles turn a latch in the same way that door knobs and lever handles do. 
However, unlike those other products, these handles require a bit more thought and work to fit. 
Fortunately, if done correctly, they look great and provide a neat solution for doors where it is not 
practical to have a handle that projects outwards from the surface of the door.

The first thing to consider is whether it is possible to fit one at all. If a mortice latch or lock is in 
the door, you will need to check whether there is room to fit the handle as well. Most handles 
have depth of at least 10mm so the door should be at least 45mm thick to accommodate both 
the latch and recessed part of the handle. The diagram below shows a cross section of a typical 
arrangement needed:-

This cross section represents a 45mm thick door (Nb. the diagram is not exactly to scale so as to 
best illustrate the location of each item).

In this set up the square face of the flush mortice handle is surface fitted but it can be recessed 
as well.

The door knob is just one example of what can be used on the other side of the door. Lever 
handles or another flush mortice handle could also be used.

The difficult part to fit is the recessed section of the handle. This is typically 60-70mm round and 
must be done accurately. We would always recommend engaging a professional for such work 
although you may be able to use a large router bit if you are able to take the door off it's hinges 
(and can afford it!).
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Most of the time it will not be necessary to flush fit the square faceplate (as shown) but this can 
be chiselled into the door as well. Again, this is a tricky job which should be done professionally.

So what do these handles offer that knobs and levers do not? Space is the simple answer. If 
your door opens back onto the wall but you still want to open it fully, these handles allow you to 
do so. They can also be used on sliding doors and trap doors. Of course the reason for using 
them may simply be that they look good! There are even specialist handles for squash court 
doors which provide a flush flat surface for the ball to bounce off! 


