
CENTRE DOOR KNOBS

Centre door knobs are normally used on front doors. They act as a simple pull handle in place of 
turning mortice handles which can be awkward to operate if a Yale lock is also on the door. 
Despite the name, they do not need to be fitted in the centre of the door and, in Scotland in 
particular, they are often situated to one side - it really doesn't matter.

Most centre knobs are bolted on to prevent theft (usually in conjunction with a security pin/spike). 
Otherwise it could be unscrewed simply by turning it anticlockwise.

To fit:

1. mark the point you want the the centre of the knob to be situated with a pencil.

2. make a small indent at this point using a bradawl or drill punch. This will help stop the drill bit 
slipping.

3. drill a 6mm pilot hole through the door at this point from outside to in (make sure there is 
nothing at this point on the other side!).

4. drill a 10mm or 8mm hole (depending on the size of bolt supplied) through the door from 
inside to out to widen the hole to the correct size.

5. insert the bolt through the hole from the rear and begin to screw the knob onto the thread. The 
security spike will prevent you screwing it on completely - this is intentional! STOP just before the 
spike makes contact with the door.

6. gently press the spike against the surface of the door - it should leave a small indent but do 
NOT try to push it in fully as you will probably just break it. If your knob has straight sides (ie. 
square, hexagonal or octagonal) take care to ensure these are aligned square to the edge of the 
door before making the indent. If the knob is round, it doesn't matter where the indent is made.

7. unscrew the bolt and put it and the knob to one side. Drill a small hole (approx 4mm wide to a 
depth of 10mm - it will depend on the size of the spike) where the indent made in step 6 is 
located. The idea is that the spike will sit in this hole preventing the knob from being unscrewed 
from the outside.

8. next, simply bolt the knob onto the door taking care to locate the security spike in the hole 
made for it.

That should be it! Most knobs will be drilled and tapped to a sufficient depth that trimming the 
length of the bolt should not be necessary. 


